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Questions
for God
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If you could ask God any question, what would you
choose? What deep issues would you want God to explain?
What are your toughest faith questions?

Over the summer we received “Questions for God” from
many of you. Each week different questions will be highlight-
ed and discussed in worship and on Dr. John Allen’s blog.
John will preach on one main question in worship and we’ll
examine what scripture has to say about how God might
answer. Here are just a few of the questions submitted:

. Why is there so much suffering in the world?

.. How do we explain suffering of innocents like children?

. What is heaven like?

. How do we bring science and the Bible together?

. Why was Jesusd sacriyce necessary?

. What about other religions?

. Why do you seem so far away at times?

. Can a person go to heaven if they commit suicide?

. How does God view divorce?

.. Does God value women as much as men?

Check Dr. John Allen‘s blog at www.tmumc.org/johns-
blog each day and join the discussion on various “Questions
for God.” Dr. Allen and other Trietsch pastors will discuss
the questions each week.

Sign Up Now for the
Olan Mills Photo Directory

Don’t forget to sign up for our new Olan Mills pictorial
directory of our church family. The directory will help us
connect names with faces and is especially nice when you
are praying for someone.

Photo sessions run August 6-28. Spots are ylling fast, so
sign up now to get a time convenient for you. Schedule your
appointment by clicking through tmumc.org, in the Connec-
tion Center on Sundays or in the church ofyce.

Participating families receive a free 8x10 portrait and
directory. Only one appointment needed for photography
and portrait viewing. You are under no obligation to pur-
chase photos. This directory is published with no cost to the
church budget. Contact info@tmumc.org.
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Sign Up for LISD Prayer Walk

The Fifth Annual Trietsch Prayer Walk for LISD will
take place on Sunday, August 22, beginning at noon!
The Sunday before the LISD school

year begins, members of Trietsch
and the community will walk around
ALL of the schools in the district

to pray for the students, teachers,
administrators and parents.

Prayer Walking is deyned as
“praying on-site with insight.” Prayer
walking around our community’s
schools helps us to draw near to those
for whom we pray. It focuses our
prayer. Prayer walking helps us to reach
out to our community in mission and
prayer.

Meet in the Ministry Center at noon
for lunch and then off to your designated
campus. We encourage everyone to wear their school “Spirit
Wear” for the Prayer Walk. What a great way to meet others
that live in your neighborhood and go to your kids school.

If you would like to participate, stop by the table in the
Connection Center on Sundays, August 1-15, or contact
Sandi Stevenson at gsstevenson@verizon.net.

Some of the comments from previous year’s walk:

“I think it is a great idea. | know | will pray for the chil-
dren, teachers and administration every time | drive by the
school.”

“Once again, it was a wonderful
prayer experience, and | was
astounded at how many things
there were to pray about. It
was as though words and
thoughts just poured through
my mind... from special
needs kids to those in AP
classes, from teachers to
administrators, social
stuff to learning, so many
topics for prayer.”
“A Holy moment. My
grandson attends here.
What comfort knowing
God’s presence is guarding here.”
“It was a blessing seeing all the people/
families that were going on the Prayer Walk. | was blessed
as | walked around McAuliffe, thinking about my grandson
and the teachers/staff there. The prayers were empowering.
Thank you for the opportunity.”
“Since | have maps of [the colleges my children attend],
I am going to let my yngers fiwalko around each campus
and pray for my children and their teachers/students, too.”
“Thanks for organizing this. | always like knowing that
my campus has been blessed by prayers for God’s guidance
for teachers, parents, kids and me!”
Contact Sandi Stevenson at gsstevenson@verizon.net.

It would be hard not to notice all the
construction of the Family Life Center.
Construction is on track and each day
changes abound.

It is exciting to think that this time
next year we will be using the building
for the development of ministries we have
all dreamed about.

To date we have received $5.4 million

in pledges. As many families are complet-
ing their pledges, some families are in
times are tough, so we appreciate ev- :
eryone pulling together to complete the %

If you would like to donate to the
Family Life Center, you can participate
dously in decreasing the amount of debt and interest the
church will have to incur.
bers could save the church tens of thousands of dollars
in interest over the next few years.
about the Family Life Center, contact Rev. Lyle Benson,
associate pastor for grow ministries, at lyleb@tmumc.

the middle of theirs. We know economic
campaign. i}
anytime. These early gifts help tremen- ‘
It is estimated that early payments by church mem-
Thank you for your support. If you have questions
org or 972-539-8547, ext. 203

Family Life Center Bundmg Update

Artist Rendition of Exterior
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Sundays
&Trietsch

8a.m.
Traditional Worship
8:50 a.m. Sacrament
of Holy Communion

9:30 a.m.
Contemporary Worship

11 a.m.
Blended Worship
Featuring the Trietsch
Orchestra
and Chancel Choir

9:30 and 11 a.m.

Adult Sunday School

Youth Sunday School
Grades 1-5 Faith Voyage
Ages 2-K Sunday School
Infants to 2 years Nursery

Guest and senior parking up front
Butterpy Ministry (Special Needs)
parking near building on north side

Trietsch Trolley is available
at Marcus High School

Trietsch

Memorial United Methodist Church
Dr. John Allen, Senior Pastor

6101 Morriss Road
Flower Mound, TX 75028
Phone (972) 539-8547
Fax (972) 539-5758

Www.tmumc.org
info@tmumc.org

Childcare Reservations
(972) 539-8547 ext. 299

Trietsch Enrichment Center
(972) 539-6491

INTOUCH (USPS 021-485) is published
monthly by Trietsch Memorial United Method-
ist Church, 6101 Morriss Road, Flower Mound,
TX 75028-3712 Periodicals Postage Paid at
Lewisville, TX, and additional mailing ofyces.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
INTOUCH, Trietsch Memorial UMC, P.O. Box
660275, Dallas, Texas 75266-0275.

Keep Stepping

Many of you know | am a big baseball fan. My
step father was an avid fan who taught me and my son #
some of the subtle aspects of the game. | will never
forget the day he taught my son to hit a ball when he
was just 3 years old! From that moment, my son was
hooked on the game. Maybe you are too.

The game is full of statistics and records that have
been kept and followed for decades. Every player has
a record of almost everything they have done.

You might be surprised at the some of the crazy
records professional baseball keeps - every statistic
you can imagine. For example, it was once said that
Gaylord Perry (one time pitcher for the Texas Rang-
ers) was the worst batter in professional baseball.
Fortunately for Gaylord, pitchers are not expected
to be good hitters. In the 1960°s just after Perry was
promoted to the major leagues, a manager said “A man will walk on
the moon before Gaylord hits a homerun.” Ironically, twenty min-
utes after Neil Armstrong took his yrst walk on the moon, Gaylord
Perry hit his yrst home run.

Another irony is the list of names at the top of a negative statis-
tic baseball keeps on career strikeouts. You may remember some
of these players from the past. Believe me they were some of the
greatest hitters in baseball. Reggie Jackson, Willie Stargell, Jose
Canseco, Tony Perez, Mickey Mantle, Sammy Sosa, and Willie
Mays are all at the top of this list.

Can you believe it? Reggie Jackson, Mickey Mantle, and Willie
Mays combined to strike out almost 6,000 times in their careers.
And yet, each left a legacy of greatness and is a member of Base-
ball’s Hall of Fame.

They never gave up. Every one of them kept stepping up to
the plate. Maybe that’s why | love baseball so much — it’s a very
difycult game to master and teaches us much about life. One of my

Dr. John Allen
Senior Pastor

Up to the Plate

F W coaches once told me that baseball is about managing

your failures and building on your successes. A player
| who gets a hit one out of three times at the plate is an
all-star. Only one player in the history of profession
baseball, Ted Williams, hit over .400. (That means that
40% of the time — less than half the time — he got a
| base hit when he went to the plate.) Baseball is a game
where getting up, brushing yourself off, and trying
again is at the heart of the game.

So often in life, that’s our challenge. How do we
deal with our failures? Do we give up at the yrst sign of
challenge or do we continue on? As human beings we
are going to make mistakes. We are going to fail at one
time or another. The real question for us is — how are
we going to react?

As followers of Jesus Christ, we are partners with
the Creator of the universe. He is our shield, our help, our aid, our
savior, and redeemer. Paul says, “Nothing shall separate us from
the love of Christ.” So for me, there is no way that | can stay down.
I am compelled to get up no matter how many times I fall. In Christ,
we always have a future! No one can take that away from us unless
we decide to quit, for God through Jesus Christ will never give up
on us.

In the book of Proverbs we ynd these words: Though a righ-
teous man falls seven times, he rises again, but the wicked are
brought down by calamity. (Proverbs 24:16)

Failure does not always mean defeat. For many, failure is just an-
other step toward victory. Keep stepping up to the plate. No matter
how many times you miss, if you keep swinging you’ll eventually
make contact.

Follow daily readings and join discussion on other topics at
Dr. Allen’s blog at www.tmumc.org/johnsblog.

Don’t Miss Out on the Prayer Walk

Dear Church Family,
One Last Amazing Summer Activity!

Wow! What a summer it has been! It seems like we ﬁ :

just started with VBS and now it’s time for Back-to- f § f

I hope that you and your family are enjoying some
time together! As Ro leaves for college this fall, I am
ever aware of how important family time is! 1 am
always thinking through all of the life lessons we have
had the chance to teach Ro and praying that we have
done all God has asked us to do in raising the children
He gave us to raise! )

A few months ago | wrote to you about some things
that you could do with your children to help teach

School! Some days | wonder where all of the time goes! g .ﬁ,,'i,‘;‘, s
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Suzanne Sutton

You are praying for the administration, the teachers
and the students that attend that school. You are asking
that God send a candle of light for Him into that school.
Itis really a Holy Spirit ylled activity.

You start and end at the pagpole and then walk
around the outside of the building praying at each

/ major corner of the building. The way my family chose
v to do it is to have each member of our family read one
portion of the prayer at each corner, with one beginning
and ending at the pagpole.

I think two or three life lessons for our children
come from this exercise. 1) We pray as a family, out
loud both at home and away from home. 2) We pray for
people we don’t know, but know impact our lives. 3)

1

them the life lessons that we the church believe are I—ay Leader The children are either reading or hearing the request
critically important to Christians, giving, loving that God send a candle of light into that school
and serving! This month I am going to share with I!_EI ._.l and at that moment my internal prayer is that my
you again, something you can do as a family, | eadership | childenwill know THEY ARE being called to

young or old, that will have an impact on every
member of your family and a huge impact on our community!

My devotional today concerned Passion and Purpose. | hope
that each and every one of us are passionate about Serving God
in some form or fashion and | hope we are passing that passion
and desire to serve along to our children. Here is yet another thing
that Trietsch offers us to not only Serve Him, but to include and
encourage our children to do the same!

What is it you ask? It’s the LISD Prayer Walk! That’s right. On
Sunday, August 22 you can join 100s of other Trietsch Families, in
being assigned one or two schools which you go to, walk around
the four corners of the school building and read a most amazing
prayer that was written by one of our very own members! This
prayer is so touching, | promise it will bring tears to your eyes and
at the same time empower you as you are bringing The Holy Spirit
in that school building for the school year!

be THAT CANDLE in their own schools. If they
never hear someone pray for that, how will they know THEY should
be that? 4) As my oldest son leaves for college in just a few weeks;

I hope he will internalize every point in that prayer and live it in his
new school too!

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we had each school in LISD prayed
for MORE THAN ONCE by the families of Trietsch? Have you
seen those signs around town that say “Pray for our country, it’s our
only hope?0 The culture of our country is impacted by many inpu-
ences, many of which start when young children are inpuenced in
school. It’s one amazing 30 minutes of your life. Would you be will-
ing to give up 30 minutes, knowing you were impacting our future
generation? Sign me up! | hope you will sign up too! Stop by the
Connection Center on Sunday mornings or contact Sandi Stevenson
at gsstevenson@verizon.net to sign up!

Blessings Abound! Suzanne






