Daily Readings

Please note: This week we get back to our study of the book of Acts. Read and reread each passage to get a
sense of the total dependence these early followers gave to the Holy Spirit. In the month of September, our
sermon series will cover much of the last sections of Acts as we looks at the Journeys of Paul.

Monday, June 29 — Read Acts 20:17-38. After Paul’s arrest in Jerusalem, he is taken before the Jewish High
Counsel. They were concerned that Paul’s preaching was causing my Jews to convert to following the Christ. Paul
realizes that the Counsel is divided between Sadducees and Pharisees. Paul makes a statement concerning the
resurrection of the dead, knowing that the Sadducees and Pharisees we deeply divided over this issue. The riot
gets so violent that the Roman guard comes and takes Paul into custody until he is tried. “That night the Lord
stood near him and said, ‘Keep up your courage! For just as you have testified for me in Jerusalem, so you must
bear witness also for me in Rome.”” At what times in your life have you witnessed to your faith even though it
might have caused you harm? Did you feel the presence and protection of God in those moments like Paul did?

Tuesday, August 11 — Read Acts 23:12-35 — Paul’s life is in danger. The Jews have vowed to kill him and are work-
ing a conspiracy to get to Paul in order to execute him. This plot gets back to the Roman authorities and Paul is
secretly taken to safety until the Romans can find what charge to bring against him. Since Paul is a Roman citizen,
his treatment must be fair and just. The Roman governor makes sure to treat Paul well until a decision is made.
The irony of this situation is that Paul is unique in that he is not only a Jewish Pharisee, but also a Roman citizen.
This identity gives him access to places and people that no one else would get. God has prepared Paul for this day
long before he even knew the Lord. In what ways has God prepared you for the purpose God has set before you?

Wednesday, August 12 — Read Acts 24:1-27 — For two years Paul stayed in prison. The Jews were unable to prove
the charges against Paul for defiling the temple. Yet, the governor Felix thought that Paul would pay him for his
freedom. Instead Paul used the time in prison to share the gospel with Felix and anyone who would hear. How has
God used unjust and difficult times to give you an opportunity to witness your faith?

Thursday, August 13 — Read Acts 25:1-12 — Felix is replaced by Festus as governor. Festus listens to the Jewish
High Counsel and grants them another hearing. They accuse Paul of many acts of blasphemy and religious des-
ecration. Festus seems to be sympathetic to the Jews until Paul makes and appeal to be judged by the Emperor,
which is his right as a Roman citizen. It seems like things are going from bad to worse for Paul, but this develop-
ment will open the door for other opportunities for share the gospel. How is God using you to witness you faith?
In what situations do you find yourself?

Friday, August 14 — Read Acts 25:13-26:32 — Festus now appeals to King Herod Agrippa Il. Together they can not
decide what to do with Paul. It is clear to them by now that the charges of the Jews are not legitimate, but Paul
has been in prison for so long they are now stuck with a dilemma of what to do with a Roman citizen. Agrippa
hears Paul’s defense and rules that Paul is innocent, but since Paul has appealed to the emperor, he refuses to set
Paul free and instead send him to Rome. It is a political mess and Agrippa takes the easy way out by passing Paul
to Rome instead of doing what is right and giving him his freedom. The irony of this injustice is that Paul could
have never gotten to Rome without this unjust ruling. Through the injustice of humanity, the way of God is going
to be done. In what ways do you see the injustice of our society leading to the ways of God being accomplished?
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Finding the Self God Intended

I Thessalonians 4.'.9'12 The Word from the Bible (New Century Version)

Now about your love for one another we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught
by God to love each other. And in fact, you do love all the brothers and sisters throughout Macedonia. Yet we
urge you, dear friends, to do so more and more, and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life: You should
mind your own business and work with your hands, just as we told you, so that your daily life may win the
respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody.

First Thessalonians

First Thessalonians was written by St. Paul from Corinth, about AD 51. The letter is addressed to the newly
founded church at Thessalonica (Thessaloniki). It opens with a reminiscence of the founding of the church there.
The second part deals with moral behavior and the need for loving relationships among believers. Paul assures
the Thessalonians that believers who have died are not being lost; they will rise from the dead when Christ re-
turns. He stresses the suddenness of that coming and the need to be prepared.

The letter itself enables us to fill in some of the gaps in the story of Acts. From 3:1-3a it is clear that Timo-
thy, at least, met Paul in Athens as instructed and that Paul sent him back from there to Thessalonica to stabilize
the young congregation. Later Timothy rejoined Paul, who after hearing his report wrote the letter. This second
meeting of Timothy with Paul is evidently to be equated with the arrival of Silas and Timothy from Macedonia
after Paul had already moved from Athens to Corinth, which is reported in Acts 12:5. The first meeting in Athens
expected in Acts 17:15-16 is missing from the Acts account, as is Timothy’s resulting trip to Thessalonica. There-
fore we may conclude that the letter was written at Corinth. This is confirmed by the implication in 3:1 that Paul
was no longer at Athens.




Application

Paul had at least three purposes in mind when he wrote this letter. First, he wanted to encourage the Chris-
tians in Thessalonica who were making good progress in their new faith (1:2-10). Second, he desired to correct
misinformation about himself and his fellow missionaries that some of his critics in Thessalonica were circulating
(2:1—3:13). Third, he wrote to give additional instruction that would contribute to the Thessalonians’ spiritual
growth (4:1—5:24). Whereas we regard 1 and 2 Timothy and Titus as the Pastoral Epistles, 1 and 2 Thessalonians
are every bit as pastoral and personal. They reveal much about “Paul’s pastoral zeal and his intense interest in the
spiritual well-being of his converts.” As such they are an invaluable resource for people in pastoral ministry.

The Christians in Thessalonica were anxious and passionate about their faith. But they lacked maturity.
Expecting Jesus second coming, they were worried about loved ones who were dying. What was going to happen
to them? They were so passionate about their faith; they were letting their beliefs get in the way of their love for
one another. The tone of this letter and the fact that Paul sends Timothy back to Thessalonica indicates that they
lacked spiritual maturity. They had a great heart for God, but lacked the maturity to find their way through the
complexities of life’s challenges.

Outline

The Thanksgiving for the Thessalonians (ch. 1)

The Grounds for the Thanksgiving (1:1-4)

The Genuineness of the Grounds (1:5-10)

The Defense of the Apostolic Actions and Absence (chs. 2-3)
The Defense of the Apostolic Actions (2:1-16)

The Defense of the Apostolic Absence (2:17—3:10)

The Prayer (3:11-13)

The Exhortations to the Thessalonians (4:1—5:22)

Primarily concerning Personal Life (4:1-12)

Concerning the Coming of Christ (4:13—5:11)

Primarily concerning Church Life (5:12-22)

The Concluding Prayer, Greetings and Benediction (5:23-28)

Sound of Music overview

One of the most popular movie musicals of all time, The Sound of Music is based on the true story of the
Trapp Family Singers. Julie Andrews stars as Maria, a young nun in an Austrian convent who regularly misses her
morning prayers because she enjoys going to the hills to sing the title song. Deciding that Maria needs to learn
something about the real world before she can take her vows, the Mother Superior sends her off to be governess
for the children of the widowed Captain Von Trapp.

Arriving at the Trapp home, Maria discovers that her new boss is cold and aloof, and his seven children virtual
automatons-at least, whenever the Captain is around. Otherwise, the kids are holy terrors, as evidenced by the
fact that Maria is the latest in a long line of governesses.

But Maria soon ingratiates herself with the children, especially oldest daughter Liesl, who is in love with teen-
aged messenger boy Rolf. As Maria herself begins to fall in love with the Captain, she rushes back to the Abbey so
as not to complicate his impending marriage to a glamorous baroness.

But the children insist that Maria return, the Baroness steps out of the picture, and Maria and the Captain

confirm their love in the song Something Good. Unhappily, they return home from their honeymoon shortly after
the Nazis march into Austria. Already, swastikas have been hung on the Von Trapp ancestral home, and Liesl’s
boyfriend Rolf has been indoctrinated in the “glories” of the Third Reich. The biggest blow occurs when Von Trapp
is called back to active duty in the service of the Fuhrer. The Captain wants nothing to do with Nazism, and he
begins making plans to take himself and his family out of Austria. — From Hal Erickson’s, All Movie Guide

The Gospel on Broadway

Maria’s struggle to find her identity is common to all of us. Who are we anyway? What is our purpose in life?
Why are we here? Maria is asking these same questions. She thinks she can find the answers by retreating from
life and entering a convent. But Maria learns that being a servant of God like a Nun, or Pastor, or Priest is a calling
not a hiding place.

In the Sound of Music, we watch Maria find her purpose in her music and in her love for others. The passion
for music fuels her passion for loving the Von Trapp children. In this passion, Maria finds herself and her purpose.
The church at Thessalonica too is searching for its identity. The Christians there are immature and worried

about things that do not matter. In Paul’s letter, he reassures them to love each other as they have already been
taught, to “work with their hands” or in other words to put their natural abilities to good use, and let their actions
speak as their witness.




