
UNSHACKLED
FAQs

1. What’s the purpose of this campaign? 
Our goal is to unshackle our church from the bondage of debt so that we can clothe, feed, 
teach and love more. The foundational principle is to free up money that currently goes to pay 
debt and redirect it for ministry outreach. Last year our Finance Committee and Leadership 
Board unanimously approved moving forward with this campaign. 

2. How much do we owe on our mortgage? 
We have one mortgage on which we currently owe over $7,700,000. The loan matures in 
2031. In 2011 we combined our previous debt of over $2,000,000 with the new debt of 
$6,000,000 for the Family Life Center (FLC). The loan represents $455,000 in loan payments 
annually to our general operating budget. The loan is held by Northstar Bank of Texas 
and while the terms of the loan are highly favorable it is a variable rate loan, which means 
payments will only increase as interest rates rise.  

3. Why is this campaign so important? 
The Unshackled campaign will help us all to better understand the spiritual importance of 
God’s resources by focusing on the spiritual practices of prayer, gratitude, and generosity. 
It will also help us to become more missionally focused in our ministry. If the campaign is 
successful, we will be eliminating up to one-half of our current debt obligation. This will free 
up approximately $250,000 per year EVERY YEAR that can be invested in life-changing 
ministry. We also believe that this campaign will help us to become better stewards of all of 
God’s resources—time, talent, and treasures. 

4. I already give to the church, why should I give more? 
There is no question that we are asking for sacrificial, above and beyond giving. We are 
grateful for whatever you have been giving to God’s ministry here at Trietsch Memorial UMC. 
The Bible tells us that all we have is from God and that we ought to offer a gift of thanks for 
God’s abundance. The Bible also acknowledges that from time to time there were special 
offerings taken for unique causes above and beyond which God’s people supported so that 
God’s work could become more impactful. That is why we are asking everyone to prayerfully 
consider a sacrificial gift in response to the campaign vision. Not everyone will be able to give 
the same amount but we do ask for everyone to consider making an equal sacrifice. 



5. How can I make my financial contribution? 
There are several ways to contribute to the campaign. First, you may give  online or through 
our giving kiosk at church or via cash or check from your earned resources. You may also 
donate accumulated or appreciable assets such as stocks, bonds, or property. For this 
category of gift, you can avoid capital gains taxes if you donate the item rather than sell it 
and then give the proceeds to the church. You may also donate services that earn income 
and provide that to the church. If you’d like more information about ways to make a donation, 
please contact the church office or read the Creative Giving Strategies brochure available on 
our website tmumc.org/give or at the church finance office. 

6. When does the financial commitment period begin and end for the Unshackled 
campaign? 
Pledges will be made on Commitment Sunday, April 3. The total amount of three-year 
commitments received will be celebrated on Announcement Sunday, April 17. On that  
Sunday, those who have made a commitment will be invited to make a “first fruit” gift 
representing a portion of the three-year pledge. This will mark the beginning of the three-year 
contribution period. There will be more information shared about Commitment Sunday and 
First Fruit Offering Sunday in the coming weeks. 

7. What else can I do? 
Pray! Prayer changes lives and allows us to enter into an intimate conversation with God. 
Just like any conversation, prayer involves both speaking and listening. We encourage you to 
listen to God’s leading as you seek to do God’s will for the future of ministry here at Trietsch 
Memorial UMC. The prayer we’re asking everyone to pray is, “Lord, what do You want to do 
through me?” Your prayers will be the critically important factor in reaching our goal.


