


UNSHACKLED
CO-CHAIRS
  This is an exciting time at Trietsch. Each generation 
in our church family is being touched by God. Infants are 
nurtured... children learn about Jesus Christ... teenagers 
are challenged in their walk with God, and mission work is 
touching lives in our community.
 Each part of our church campus is a testimony to the 
faithfulness of God and to the people who helped bring it into 
reality during our 33-year history. Our work is not finished. 
Even with the generosity throughout our past, our current 
facilities were financed. We pay $455,000 annually towards 
debt. Think of how much more ministry we could do if we 
were freed from just half of that. That’s $19,000 a month 
that could be used to help fund mission trips, missionaries 
and reach others beyond our community. It could help us 
serve the needs of homeless teenagers with Kyle’s Place. It 
could allow us to expand our connection to City Square in 
Dallas to help poverty issues. Whatever God has in mind. 
Those are just a few of the examples of what we could do 
when we become UNSHACKLED from debt and FREE TO 
DO MORE.
 “Lord, what do you want to do through me?” We 
probably don’t ask ourselves this often enough. We 
encourage each person to pray this prayer as we participate 
in UNSHACKLED. Our families have grown through this 
prayer, and we hope you will join us in praying this prayer as 
we learn what it means to sacrifice for Jesus Christ and His 
church. 
 We urge you to join us in the coming weeks to commit 
wholeheartedly to this wonderful campaign. As you examine 
your own participation, we ask that you seek God’s will 
through earnest prayer. We will be praying for you and your 
family as well. Through God, all things are possible!

Your brothers and sisters in Christ,

Unshackled Co-Chairs
Paul & Kim Beck
Eric & Jennifer Cooley
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PASTOR
MESSAGE

Dear Friends of Trietsch,

 Our church is about to take an ambitious, faithful and mature step 
to secure our future. Many faithful followers of Christ have built the 
foundation of Trietsch over the years. We have much for which to be 
grateful. It is now time to sacrifice for those who come after us, just as 
those who came before us have done.
 Our UNSHACKLED campaign is a bold step to free us from the 
bondage of debt for more ministry — to clothe, feed, teach and love 
more! Like the unbinding of Lazarus, we are relying on the love of 
Christ, the power of the Holy Spirit and the generosity of your heart 
to unshackle this church for more life. You can make that possible by 
rising to the challenge of sacrificial giving.
 I hope you have been praying for the UNSHACKLED campaign. 
The prayer we are all encouraged to pray and listen to is, “Lord, what 
do you want to do through me?” That prayer has been in my heart for 
the last many months. I have every confidence that our commitment 
to becoming unshackled is critical to the future of Trietsch. The time is 
now to become unbound!
 I invite you to pray that prayer, to discover how God wants each of 
us to deeply commit to above-and-beyond giving. If we each commit, 
we can do this. If we seek God’s guidance and become obedient, 
God will do a mighty work through us. Let’s pray, and let’s follow the 
leading of God’s Spirit.
 Let’s get unshackled for more — more love, more care, more 
ministry! I look forward to hearing how God is leading you. Let’s go!

Grace and Peace,

Daniel Humbert
Senior Pastor

LORD,
WHAT DO YOU
WANT TO DO
THROUGH ME?
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Thirty-three years ago, Trietsch started as a small 
gathering of a few families. Since 1983, we have led 
people into a growing relationship with Jesus Christ 
in our community and beyond. We’re spreading the 
good news, teaching our children, worshiping in 

spirit and song, and serving the needy at home and 
beyond. Because of your generosity of prayers, 
service and gifts, our church is a success story, 
and we are a place where families can gather and 
connect in Christian fellowship.

Growing Lives for Christ: Our Past

Our community will continue to grow. More fami-
lies will come to us for a church home, for children 
and adult programs, for ministry and for a sense 
of community and love. At the same time, we will 

have more mission and service opportunities at 
home and away. UNSHACKLED will help us pre-
pare now for the future and FREE us to do MORE.

Growing Lives for Christ: Our Future

Trietsch Timeline

I think you should finish what you started. If you give according to what you have, you will prove 
that you are as eager to give as you were to think about giving. It doesn’t matter how much you 
have. What matters is how much you are willing to give from what you have.  2 Corinthians 8:11-12
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UNSHACKLED
TO DO
MORE
God blessed our church with the resources and giving spirits 
of our members to expand our facilities over the past 33 
years. Those campaigns are behind us. Now we can sit back 
and enjoy the results….

Not Quite
The Lord didn’t do this just for us. He did it for those we 
have yet to reach. He did it so others who don’t know Christ 
yet will be drawn into this place to discover Him. A place 
where their children and teenagers can grow in a relationship 
with Jesus Christ. A place where the love of a church family 
envelops and nurtures them. A place they call home.

So Much We Could Do
Even with the generous spirit of the congregation, the 
facilities we enjoy today have been financed. We do not 
want to remain in bondage to this debt. Imagine what freeing 
up some of our debt could do. It will mean more money for 
ministry, not mortgage. More money for people, not property.
• Current debt is $7,700,430 (includes Sanctuary, Faith 

Voyage and Family Life Center)
• $455,000 spent annually to pay down debt

When we free up capital, imagine how we could touch more 
lives. A few examples might be:

• Re-engage our support of international missionaries
• Connect deeper with Kyle’s Place for homeless teens
• Help those in poverty with CitySquare in Dallas
• Build one water well a year through charity:water
• Create after-school tutoring program for One+One
• Enhance programming for children, youth & adults

The time is now to step forward in faith and UNSHACKLE 
ourselves from this burden. Together we can do this!
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Our past experience and re-
search shows that reaching this 
First Step Goal is a reasonable 
expectation for Trietsch. This goal 
enables us to make significant 
progress toward eventually elimi-
nating our debt and freeing up 
capital to do more.

First Step Goal
$2,500,000

UNSHACKLED
CAMPAIGN
GOALS

By reaching this Next Step Goal, 
we will reach further toward our 
desire to clothe, feed, teach and 
love more. This goal will take more 
focus and commitment from all of 
us over the three-year campaign.

Next Step Goal
$3,000,000

We believe if we prayerfully re-
spond to how God is leading 
us, we can unite and sacrifice 
to reach our Challenge Goal. 
Reaching this goal, will free up 
$200,831 annually so we can fo-
cus our energy and resources on 
ministry and outreach in our com-
munity and beyond. 

Challenge Goal
$3,500,000

Continue to join us in praying, “Lord, what do you want to do through me?”
And discern what God is leading you to give on Commitment Sunday, April 3.

UNSHACKLED
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FREE TO DO MORE

* These graphs assume 3% interest on the note and
 $3,500,000 received during the three-year campaign period

As donations are received, we will apply them directly to principal reduction on our loan. This will happen in 
addition to our regular monthly mortgage payment. At the end of 2016, 2017 & 2018, we will re-amortize our 
loan (NOT extending maturity date) so our loan payments will be reduced each year, thus freeing up money 
each year for more ministry. 
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Our goal is to UNSHACKLE our church from the 
bondage of debt so we can clothe, feed, teach and love 
more. The foundational principle is to free up money 
and redirect it for ministry. 

In 2011, we combined all our debt into one loan. We 
have one mortgage on which we currently owe over 
$7,700,000. The loan matures in 2031. The loan 
represents $455,000 in loan payments annually to our 
general operating budget. While the terms of the loan 
are highly favorable to us, it is a variable rate loan, which 
means payments will increase if interest rates rise. 

UNSHACKLED will help us better understand the 
spiritual importance of God’s resources by focusing on 
the spiritual practices of prayer, gratitude, and generosity. 
It will also help us become more focused in our ministry. 
We could free up $200,831 per year — EVERY YEAR — 
that can be invested in life-changing ministry. 

What is the purpose of campaign?

How much do we owe?

Why is this campaign important?

UNSHACKLED
FAQs

Pledges will be made on Commitment Sunday, April 3. 
The total amount of commitments will be celebrated 
April 17. On that Sunday, those who have made a 
commitment will be invited to make a “first fruit” gift 
representing a portion of their three-year pledge. This 
will mark the beginning of the three-year commitment 
period. 

What is the commitment period?

Each month, as donations are received, we will apply 
them directly to principal reduction on our loan. 100% of 
every dollar donated will directly pay down our principal. 
This will happen in addition to our regular monthly 
mortgage payment being paid out of our general 
operating budget. Please see the charts on page 7.

How will campaign proceeds be used?
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There is no question that we are asking for sacrificial, 
above-and-beyond giving. We are grateful for whatever 
you have been giving to God’s ministry here at Trietsch. 
The Bible acknowledges that from time to time there 
were special offerings for unique causes, which God’s 
people supported so that God’s work could become 
more impactful. That is why we are asking everyone to 
prayerfully consider a sacrificial gift in response to the 
campaign vision. Not everyone will be able to give the 
same amount, but we do ask for everyone to consider 
making an equal sacrifice.

I already give to the church. 
Why should I give more?

You may give online, through our giving kiosk at church, 
via cash or by check. You can donate accumulated or 
appreciable assets such as stocks, bonds or property. 
For that type of gift, you can avoid capital gains taxes if 
you donate rather than sell, and then give the proceeds 
to the church. If you’d like more information about ways 
to make a donation, please contact the church finance 
office or read the Creative Giving Strategies brochure 
available at tmumc.org/unshackled.

How can I make my contribution?

Pray! Prayer changes lives and allows us to enter into an 
intimate conversation with God. We encourage you to 
seek God’s will for the future of ministry here at Trietsch. 
The prayer we’re asking everyone to pray is, “Lord, 
what do you want to do through me?” Your prayers 
will be the critically important factor in reaching our goal.

What else can I do?

NOT AN EQUAL 
SHARE, BUT
AN EQUAL
SACRIFICE

9



• Pray for the mission and ministry of Trietsch
• You have received a static cling to use on your 

mirror or refrigerator. Ask our daily prayer “Lord, 
what do you want to do through me?”

• Share your enthusiasm with other church members
• Learn about ministry initiatives and how debt 

constrains us

• Celebrate with us at the Unshackled Celebration on 
Sunday, March 20

• Turn in your pledge on Commitment Sunday, April 3 
during worship, or visit tmumc.org/unshackled 
to complete your pledge online.

• Jump in and see what God can do in and through 
you!

How Can I Help

Grounded in Gratitude... Revealed in Prayer... Lived in Faith...

Each child, teenager and adult can be a part of this opportunity to advance our mission to lead people into a 
growing relationship with Jesus Christ. This means long-time members, those who have recently joined and 
even those who God has not yet guided through our doors.

Much is written about giving in the Bible. In Luke 21:1-4, Jesus speaks directly to sacrifice. He refers to the 
offering of the widow, who gave the smallest gift, but made the largest sacrifice. We believe in the concept of 
sacrificial giving instead of equal giving. The sacrifice should be equal, not the gift. Everyone’s sacrifice is vital if 
we are to be successful. We ask that you pray daily to discern God’s will for you in this campaign.

UNSHACKLED
HOW CAN

I HELP

One Family’s Commitment
to Increased Giving

Activity Weekly Yearly 3-Years
Eliminate Family Meal Out $30 $1,560 $4,680

Reduce Christmas Budget $500 $1,500

Reduce Vacation Budget $250 $750

Delay Car Purchase for 6 Months $3,000 $3,000

Eliminate 3 “Dates” $170 $510

Eliminate 1 Cup of Coffee/Day $10 $520 $1,560

Three Year Total $12,000

Pray and discuss as a family how you may prepare 
your hearts and finances for the sacrifices God 
is calling you to make in addition to the support 
you already give to the ministries and missions of 
Trietsch. Download the Creative Giving Strategies 
brochure at tmumc.org/unshackled for more info.

Not an Equal Share but an Equal Sacrifice
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UNSHACKLED
LEADERSHIP

TEAM

Co-Chairs
Eric & Jennifer Cooley
Paul & Kim Beck

Co-Coordinators
David & Pam Taylor
David & Jackie Watkins

Communications
Matt & Dawn Maire

Lead Gifts
Jim Attrell & Sherry Stewart
Dave & Doris Casey
Scott & Barbara Doores

Advance Commitments
Chris & Denise Robinson
Chris & Nikki Sears
Brad & Amanda Evans
Jay & Judy Frappier
Rich & Gail Crossley
Kevin & Rebecca Lessly
David & Jackie Watkins

Celebration
Brett & Casey Hovis
Curtis & Kristi Brinkerhoff
Robby & Suzanne Sutton

Senior Pastor
Daniel Humbert

Prayer
Steve Griffin
Neil & Dana Phillips
Mike & Jean DeFord
Winston & Charlotte Rhea
Larry & Jan Deering
John & Stacey Kostas

Youth/Children
Scooter & Tricia McIntosh
Dan & Kelly Thien

Gratitude/Ministry
Dave & Amy Parson
Rob & Lesley Henry

Connections
Ted & Anne Hyde
Randy & Cindy Henley

Staff Liaisons
Carleen Alderman
Tammy Hise
Tricia Johnson 
Doug Meyer

Unshackled Celebration
Sunday, March 20

Everyone invited to a great day of fun and celebration
• Only one all-church worship service 

11 am in the Sanctuary
• Lunch catered by Babes — noon in the FLC 

Please RSVP at tmumc.org/unshackled
• Games and activities for all ages
• Euro Bungee Jumper

11



Trietsch Memorial UMC
6101 Morriss Road
Flower Mound, TX 75028


