
A GUIDE TO
PRAYERFUL STEWARDSHIP

Download the complete guide 
and scriptures at tmumc.org/stewardship

DAY ONE:
Today, think about your income and all that it represents—warm home, delicious 
food, effective education, purposeful car, comfortable furniture, family entertain-
ment, and personal security. Thank God in prayer for what God has provided you.

My income is $________ per ________

DAY TWO:
Today, think about Trietsch Memorial UMC and how your faith is enriched here. 
Think about the lives our church touches for children, youth, and adults. Think 
about our mission outreach and our wonderful worship experiences. Think about 
how our church leads people into a growing relationship with Jesus Christ. Thank 
God in prayer for the ministry of Trietsch.

My present offering is $________ per ________

DAY THREE:
Most of us can step up in our giving. Look at the chart provided to find your present 
giving level. What would it mean to increase your giving? Remember, God never 
asks us to do anything more than we can—simply our best. Thank God for offering 
the best thing—his Son.

An increase in offering would be $________ per ________

DAY FOUR:
Today, think about what it would mean to tithe—literally give God the “first-fruit” of 
our income. Some feel that tithing means having 10% less. God says, “Put me to the 
test…see if I will not pour down for you an overflowing blessing.” Consider moving 
up to the tithe. Thank God for giving us an overflowing blessing in life.

A tithe for me would be $________ per ________

DAY FIVE:
Today as you complete your pledge card, ask God for wisdom and guidance. Follow 
God’s lead, knowing that you want to offer a gift of thanks to God for an amazing 
life and a wonderful church that makes disciples for Jesus Christ. Thank God that 
you are a part of what God is doing through Trietsch Memorial UMC.

My pledge for 2018 will be $________ per ________
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REALLY?

SMALL GROUPS
577 adults attend 
weekly Life Groups, 
Sunday small groups 
and Bible Studies

KIDS EAT FREE

2,880 summer lunches 
served to children in need 
with 384 volunteer hours. 
1,000 books given, 600 
Blessing Bags (weekend food) 

SPORTS
1,788 kids and 
adults participated 
this year in Upward, 
camps, fitness 
classes and other 
sport programs

VBS 

574 kids enjoyed VBS 
or 6th Grade VBS 
Camp with 210 youth 
& adult volunteers

MISSION TEAMS
Mission teams worked 
in Africa, Oklahoma, 
Colorado, Tennessee, 
Texas and other local 
endeavors

CONFIRMATION

45 students committed to 
a life with Christ through 
Confirmation

MAD CAMP
193 students from 
South Dallas were part 
of MAD for Jesus Camp 
with 107 volunteers 
per day and more 
than 1,608 meals and 
snacks provided

LUKE 7: 36-50

Gratitude brings life and offers 
hope. Gratitude leads to joy and 
fulfillment. Gratitude allows us to 
be cheerful and kind. 

When we discover how to be 
thankful in all circumstances we 
can begin the journey toward true 
generosity…really!

SPEND WISELY GIVE GENEROUSLY

LUKE 12:13-21

Our spending can sometimes 
lead us toward selfishness and 
discontent. It can also cause us 
personal harm if we’re not careful. 
Often, our financial stress is not 
due to lack of funds but rather lack 
of self-control. When we learn how 
to spend wisely we can become 
more generous…really!

LUKE 21:1-4

Generosity is the response to 
gratitude and contentment. We can 
be generous because God has first 
been generous to us.  When we 
understand that God has provided 
everything we have, we can be 
more generous. As we discover 
that life truly is a gift generosity 
becomes natural and easy…really!

A  MESSAGE  FROM  DANIEL

We often speak the single word, “really,” when we are caught off guard by someone’s peculiar or unique 
behavior. Or perhaps we speak it when we’re unclear about what someone has said. We also share the 
expression when we’re amazed at how simple and straight forward some concept is.

When it comes to generosity, we often have a “really?” mentality. God wants me to give a tithe…”really!” 
God wants a cheerful giver…”really?” I’m supposed to give regularly…”really?” Generosity is truly more 
pleasant and life-giving than we may imagine…really!  And it’s truly simpler than we may realize…
really! It actually looks like this:  live gratefully, spend wisely and give generously.  

Join us in worship Oct 29 - Nov 12 as we discover how to really become generous as God is generous! 
Please return your pledge on Commitment Sunday, Nov 12 or complete online at tmumc.org/pledge.

LIVE GRATEFULLY

NO SELFIE

225 volunteers worked  at 
24 organizations or ministries 
and donated thousands of 
dollars of goods

HOME REPAIR

175 youth and adults 
repaired houses through 
Junior & Senior High 
Mission Trips, Amigos 
Days, and other projects

Dear Trietsch friends,
 In so many ways, Kay and I feel tremendously 
blessed by God. We have good health, a wonderful 
home and community in which to live, a loving church 
and family, and many other rich blessings in our 
lives. I’m sure you feel the same way! Those blessings 
remind us of what God suggests, which is that we 
might want to give in proportion to how we have been 
blessed. Many years ago, it was this very thought that 
led Kay and I to move toward tithing (literally giving 
10%) in our giving to God. Once we discovered this 
joy, our lives have been even more blessed. Below are 
some of the reasons we began to tithe:

• All that we have comes from God (Ps 24:1)
• What we give to God is a pure response of gratitude for all 

God has done in our lives (II Cor 9:6-7) 
• Giving helps keep our priorities in perspective—giving God 

ultimate authority is right thing to do (Mt 6:19-24) 
• Giving is a spiritual practice—just like praying, reading 

scripture or worship—our spiritual relationship with Christ is 
more fulfilled when we tithe (Lk 12:34) 

• Routine practice makes us more disciplined in life. Because 
tithing is a spiritual practice it must be cultivated and exercised 
(Deut 12:5-6) 

• The Bible calls us to give a tithe and beyond. Whatever we 
choose to give, make it in proportion to our income, rather 
than setting a nebulous fixed amount (II Cor 8:1-12)

• The talents we develop and use in our paying career are gifts 
from the God who made us (Mt 25:14-30)

• We were made to be caretakers of God’s creation, not just 
consumers of it (Gen 1:26)

• We trust the church leaders to be wise and sensible stewards 
of the financial resources of God’s Church (II Tim 2:2)

• We have witnessed the transforming power of God’s love in 
Jesus Christ! We’ve seen how it touches lives, changes hearts, 
and moves people to magnificent ministry! (Mk 12:41-44)

 We are indeed truly blessed! I know you are too! 
This is why we give our “first fruits” or a tithe to God—
purely as a thankful offering for what God has done. 
As we begin our journey into stewardship month, I 
hope you will prayerfully consider how truly blessed 
you are as you discern how to tangibly thank God for 
those amazing blessings. I look forward to sharing in 
God’s abundance with you and a friend in worship 
this month!

Grace and Peace,

…but each must give what he can, in proportion to the blessing which God has bestowed on you. Deuteronomy 16:17


