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Senior Pastor Daniel Humbert says a blessing for service 
therapy dog Gabi at the second annual Blessing of the Animals. 

No Selfie Saturday servants call a game of bingo for residents at FM Assisted Living.
More photos on pages 4 & 5.
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2016 Year-End Reminders
• Ensure you have a myTrietsch account
• Review your statement of giving on myTrietsch
• Consider options to meet your 2016 giving goals
• Consider scheduling eGiving through myTrietsch.com 

• Contact finance@tmumc.org to initiate year-end stock donations 
and to obtain updated routing instructions which have changed

• Did you know that online banking does not generate electronic 
fund transfers to Trietsch. To eliminate the time and resources 
required to print, mail and deposit checks, online giving is the 
most secure and reliable option

FAITH & FINANCE

a message from daniel
Dear Trietsch friends,

 I give thanks to God for you and for God’s abundance! 
I’m grateful for your desire to lead people into a growing 
relationship with Jesus Christ and I’m grateful to God for 
our lives and ministry together. God really is amazing!
 It always feels right to give thanks to God and others. 
One of the things that often stops us from being grateful 
is fear. Fear that things are not as we had hoped or 
planned or that I may not have what I need. This fear can 
sometimes become the elephant in the room. You know, 
that thing we know is there but that we don’t want to 
acknowledge or talk about. The elephant in the room.
 At church, the elephant in the room is often ‘money.’ 
We know money is necessary, and can be helpful and can 
solve things. But we don’t like or even necessarily want to 
talk about it in church…the elephant in the room. I want 
to suggest that the elephant is not really ‘money’ but fear. 
Our fear turns into, “I just can’t” or “It’s never enough” or 
“It’s a waste.“ So our fear turns into an elephant that seems 
too big to do anything about!
 The good news is that God casts out fear through 
love and God allows us to be strong and courageous to 
overcome our fears. God desires our heart. When we give 
God our heart all our fears fall away. This really is the 
biblical message, “where your treasure is, there will your 
heart be also.”(Mt. 6:21) 
 Sunday, November 13, is Commitment Sunday. This 
will be your chance to make your financial commitment of 
thanks to God through your giving for next year.
 

  You should have received a brochure in your mail and 
email this week. It includes a “5-Day Guide to Prayerful 
Stewardship,” commitment card and giving guide. You can 
also find them at tmumc.org/pledge. I encourage you to 
use the Prayer Guide to help you determine your financial 
commitment. Please complete and return on Commitment 
Sunday as your pledge to God, or complete online at 
tmumc.org/plege. The giving chart is a suggested guide 
for percentage-of-income giving. 
 We are all encouraged to work toward the biblical call 
for a tithe (10%) of income (Mal. 3: 8-10) in our giving to 
God. Whatever the gift, however, make it a percentage 
of income gift. God invites us to give in proportion to how 
we are blessed (Deut. 16:17), therefore, I invite you to use 
the chart to set a percentage of income as your offering. 
Personally, in addition to giving of our time, talents, 
prayers and witness in 2017, Kay and I will be tithing at 
least $20,000 to God through this church because we 
have determined not to let the elephant take charge. 
God is casting out our fear!
 As you commit to God through your pledge, I pray 
you will truly experience God’s power to cast out fear and 
let the elephant leave your house! Thank you for your 
ministry and faithfulness for the gospel of Christ. And 
thanks for letting me serve in ministry with you.
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THE ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM
 We’ve all experienced it. It happens 
at work and it happens at home. Even at 
church sometimes the elephant gets art-
fully ignored. But what happens when the 
elephant is actually acknowledged? 
 When your pastor starts talking about it 
you might be persuaded that it’s actually the 
only thing the church cares about. Per-
haps it’s time to call the elephant by name: 
money. In this series, we bring the elephant 
out of hiding and put it to work.
• Oct 30 - I Just Can’t: Proverbs 3:5-10
• Nov 6 - It’s Never Enough: 1 Tim 6:6-10
• Nov 13 - It’s a Waste: Genesis 8:15-20
 The reality is, God has given us all kinds 
of resources that will shape our lives. Our 
money, our time and our talents are ours 
to invest for maximum impact. When those resources feel 
strained, it’s natural to hold tightly to them. 
 But what if we could live lives that operate out of generos-
ity instead of fear? What if we let go of the fear that we just 
don’t have enough to give? Or the fear that we just can’t get 
ahead, no matter how hard we try to save? And the fear that 
our contributions won’t be properly managed? Let’s bring the 
elephant out of hiding and put it to work. 

GIVE THANKS — November 20
 Rev. Daniel Humbert leads us in celebration of Thanksgiv-
ing with a look at Isaiah 12. “Sing to the Lord, who has done 
glorious things; proclaim this throughout all the earth.”  
(Isa 12:5, CEB)

DOWN TO EARTH — November 27 - December 24
 Behind all the gold and glitter of Christmas, behind the lights 
and the carols and the gifts, the reality is that God chose to come 
Down to Earth to be in relationship with us. The all-powerful 
God chose to walk with us when he was born into the vulner-
able body of a baby boy in Bethlehem. 
• Nov 27 — To Bring Justice -- Isaiah 41:1-9
• Dec 4 — To Give Life --  Luke 1:26-38
• Dec 11 — To Forgive Sins -- Matthew 1:18-23
• Dec 18 — To Shine Light -- Luke 1:67-79
• Dec 24 — To Live Love -- Luke 2:8-20 
 Christmas Eve worship services are at 1, 3, 5, 7 & 9 pm in the 
Sanctuary. Children’s at 1 pm, Contemporary at 3 & 5 pm, and 
Traditional at 7 & 9 pm. 

Coming to worship in November
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 Sharon White shares 
her battle with cancer. 
Below are excerpts from 
her story. To see the full 
story or for more stories, 
visit tmumc.org/blog. 

 As Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month comes 
to an end, I can’t help but 
get emotional. I have no 
problem raising money 
for the cure, or participat-
ing in a 5k or 3-day walk, 
or counseling others with 
cancer. But when it comes 
to sharing my own story, I 
just get too emotional and 
start crying. It just hurts too 
much. But I decided to tell 
it, since it makes me who I 
am — a survivor.
 It was Saturday, Feb-
ruary 14, 2009, and my 
wonderful husband, Trey, 
and I were trying to have 
a romantic Valentine’s Day 
dinner. After years of try-
ing to have another baby, 
we finally made the tough 
decision to go through In Vitro Fertiliza-
tion (IVF) so that our 6-year-old daughter, 
Chloe, could have a sibling.
 I was near the final steps when my 
doctor asked me the results of my mam-
mogram, a precaution to make sure you 
are healthy to go through this tough 
procedure. So I ran to get that done and 
then back to the doctor to finish IVF.  
But something showed up and I would 
need another one. He said not to worry 
because 98% of the time it’s nothing since 
this was my first mammogram. But I had 
to hurry to finish IVF so that I would have 
a shot at getting pregnant.
 They couldn’t get me in for a biopsy 
for two weeks. Two weeks!!! But she got 
me in that day, and then the hard part 
started…the waiting.
 Monday came and so did the phone 
call. The doctor said those three words 

My battle with cancer
Sharon White learns a new normal

that no one wants to hear, “You have can-
cer.” I dropped the phone and fell to the 
floor. I didn’t hear much more after that.
 So then my plan changed. Now my 
plan was to beat breast cancer. The next 
few months were just a blur of doctor ap-
pointments, tests…lots & lots of tests! 
 Every time I went for a test, my 
diagnosis would change. I went from 
stage 0 ductal carcinoma in situ to stage 
2B breast cancer and needed a double 
mastectomy and reconstruction surgery 
with 6 rounds of chemo.
 This new plan sucked. But nothing 
was as bad as the chemo. Chemo gets 
stronger and stronger with each treat-
ment because it builds up in your body. 
 I had a very great support group of 
family, and friends, and my church fam-
ily. We were getting meals from people I 
never met before, and it was such a nice 
blessing. God had his hands on me. My 

last chemo treatment was on October 
23, 2009. 
 When I was going through treat-
ment, my sister and friends formed a 
Susan G. Komen 3-Day team to walk, 
so 2 years after my treatment, my 
friends and I also formed a team. 
During that time, my friend and 
teammate Kelly was diagnosed. That 
was another hard phone call to hear. 
It’s just as painful, if not more so, to 
hear that a loved one has cancer. 
 That’s when I decided it was 
time to form a cancer support group 
at Trietsch.We are now going on our 
5th year at Trietsch.
 I try to stay positive most of the 
time. I have my good days and my 
sad days for sure. I go to the hospital 
for my check-ups and scans, and my 
blood pressure is through the roof. 
BUT I’M FINE.
 But I’m human and a Type A 
personality so I worry about any-
thing and everything. I constantly 
worry that I’ll get cancer again. My 
plan is too enjoy today and not to 
worry about tomorrow. It’s definitely 
a work in progress.
 So this Breast Cancer Awareness 

month was filled with pink parties, fund-
raisers, races, and special events, which 
are fun, but the focus is to bring aware-
ness and to find a cure. 
 I do it for Chloe. My greatest fear is 
that my daughter may get breast cancer.
 So even though I may want to hide 
and skip this month, I make sure that I 
am vocal and actively doing my part to 
raise money and awareness for the cure 
so that my 
daughter 
will never 
have to get 
that dread-
ed phone 
call and 
hear those 
three 
words.
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 Karen 
Permetti has 
joined the 
Trietsch staff as 
our new Middle 
School Coordina-
tor. She is excited 
about helping 
our youth learn 
and grow in their 
faith. “With our 
youth, my hope is that they feel valued each 
and every day. They are created in God’s 
image with many special talents. I am also 
excited to learn from them!”
 Karen has served in public schools since 
1997. She is married with two sons, 
Christopher, 11, and Ryan, 8. They’ve been 
at Trietsch about eight years.
 Karen loves chocolate and hosting din-
ner parties where she can cook everything 
from scratch. “Many years ago, my husband 
and I took a chocolate making class, which 
was awesome!”
 Help welcome Karen to our staff when 
you see her.

Welcome 
Karen Permetti

Stage Right Youth Theatre Ministry performs “UnMurdered” at the United Methodist Men of Trietsch’s spaghetti dinner.

Volunteer Spotlight
 Chris and Leslie Coots joined the church along with 
their four-year-old son, Jacob, just two short years ago. 
Since then, they have poured their hearts into serving.
 Chris volunteers on the Hospitality team as parking 
attendant and as an usher. Last year, Leslie and Chris 
gave a week of their time to chaperone a youth mission 
trip.  (Remember, their sweet little boy is only four.) 
Which means they WANTED to be with a bunch of kids 
they didn’t know and had to find care for their own child for a week. 
 Chris is Flower Mound Police Officer. He was recently asked to represent FMPD in 
the 9-11 Heroes race in Dallas where he won the “First Responders” division and got 
2nd place in his age division. The Coots also have an “Adopt a Spot” at a local park.
 We are so grateful for your servants heart which shines on through in your “real” 
job and volunteer jobs. Thank you! 

Painting the new mural on the South Playground.
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NOV ‘16
TRIETSCH  MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH — VISIT TMUMC.ORG/EVENTS FOR UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

Nov 5
Women’s Christmas Tea, 2 pm

Celebrate Christmas with friends. The 
event is sold out. 

Nov 6, 13, 20
Discover Membership

At both 9:30 & 11 am, room 292, this 
three-week class covers why it is impor-
tant to become a member of a local church 
and what that looks like at Trietsch. Regis-
ter at tmumc.org/discover-classes. 

Nov 10
Trietsch Book Club, 7 pm

Read Seeking Allah by Nabeel Qureshi and 
come to chat about it. 

Nov 12
Disaster Response Training

UMCOR (United Methodist Committee 
on Relief is training Early Response Team 
members at Trietsch, 8:30 am - 4 pm in the 
Ministry Center. These team members fill 
specific needs in early days after a disaster. 
Sign up at tmumc.org/umcor.

Nov 12
Holiday Grief Seminar, 9:30 am

Learn to handle the holidays after the loss 
of a loved one. CamilleM@tmumc.org. 

Nov 13
Mozambique Info Meeting

If you’re interested in going on the next 
Mozambique Mission Trip in Summer 2017, 
come to this meeting to find out more about 
the trip. Noon - 1 pm in room 160.

Dec 11
Cookie Caper

It’s time to load up on Christmas sweets! 
Check out the “Cookie Caper” in the 
Connection Center. 100% of sales benefit 
Refuge for Women. If you can help bake 
cookies, stop by the table in the Connec-
tion Center during November to sign up or 
contact Kirsten Palmer at palmer@redrock-
lane.com. 

UPWARD SPORTS
Basketball & Soccer

You can sign up soon for spring basketball 
and soccer. Details at tmumc.org/upward.

IN TOUCH 
GOES DIGITAL
Last Print Edition

 Trietsch communications is evolving. 
For several years, the InTouch monthly 
newsletter has been distributed both via 
email and in print available throughout 
the building. In tracking how people are 
reading it, we’ve discovered that the vast 
majority are reading the newsletter in 
digital form – and half of those are on their 
mobile devices like cell phones.
 Starting in December, we will be rolling 
out a brand-new, all-digital InTouch that 
can easily be read on a mobile device. This 
will be the last printed version of InTouch.
 The info you’ve gotten in print will be 
included in the new digital version, and 
special articles and photo essays will be 
included there and on our blog page at 
tmumc.org/blog. 
 If you don’t already subscribe to the 
digital version of InTouch, please visit 
tmumc.org/publications and sign up to 
receive the newsletter in your email every 
month. You can also sign up to receive 
a text message each time a new story is 
published on the blog at tmumc.org/blog. 

6101 Morriss Road               
Flower Mound, TX 75028

972-539-8547    tmumc.org

Nov 13
Family Movie Night, 4-6 pm

Come enjoy The Polar Express in the Minis-
try Center. Wear your jammies and munch 
on popcorn!

Nov 13
District Charge Conference

Everyone is invited to the North Texas Con-
ference area Charge Conference, 3-5 pm at 
Christ UMC in Plano. There will be mis-
sion and worship time. Questions, contact 
DougM@tmumc.org. 

Nov 19
Men’s Breakfast (Women, too)

United Methodist Men’s monthly break-
fast, 8 am, in the Family Life Center. Lynnie 
Anderson shares the cycle of sex traffick-
ing, the need for both awareness & healing 
and why the necessity for a Refuge for 
Women program here in North Texas. All 
men and women of Trietsch over the age 
of 18 are invited to attend this event. The 
event is free, but please pre-register for 
numbers) at tmumc.org/trafficking.

Dec 3
Family Advent Dinner, 4-6 pm

We will learn about the meaning of Advent, 
make Advent wreaths, eat dinner in the 
Ministry Center, and have fun at the Nativ-
ity Petting Zoo.

Dec 4
On-Site Charge Conference

A second on-site, all-church business meet-
ing will be at 12:30 in the Family Life Center. 
Everyone is invited to this annual business 
meeting of the church.


